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SPAIN. 

MALAGA. 

By  Consul  Percival  Gassett,  February  22. 

The  Malag^a  consular  district  consists  of  the  Provinces  of  Jaen, 
Granada,  Malaga,  and  Almeria,  and  is  known  in  Spain  as  eastern 
Andalusia.  Malaga  Province  is  mainly  agricultural  and  has  few 
manufactures  other  than  of  sugar,  cotton,  fertilizers,  and.  for  the 
present,  iron.  Its  principal  products  are  almonds,  raisins,  olive  oil, 
essential  oils,  and  wine. 
Almond  Trade  Conditions, 

At  the  close  of  the  lOlG  almond-shipping  season  the  demand  from 
the  tew  countries  to  which  almonds  could  be  freely  exported  had  be- 
come very  light  and  most  markets  were  reported  to  be  holding  stocks 
sufficient  to  carry  them  over  until  some  time  in  1917. 

During  1916  almond  exports  to  Australia  were  about  one-half  the 
usual  quantity,  to  Great  Britain  even  less;  Canada  took  less  than 
usual,  and  practically  nothing  was  shipped  to  the  Netherlands  and 
Scandinavian  countries,  but  a  revival  of  demand  from  these  coun- 
tries is  looked  for  in  the  spring  of  1917. 

The  crop  yield  of  both  Jordan  and  Valencia  almonds  was  consider- 
ably short  of  the  production  reported  for  1915,  but  the  falling  off  in 
exports  has  left  fairly  heavy  stocks  in  the  country.  Jordans  are 
probably  scarce,  some  stocks  being  known  to  be  held  in  speculators' 
hands  for  higher  prices,  but  Valencias  are  scattered  throughout  the 
district  in  important  quantities  and  remain  chiefly  in  growers'  hands. 
Lower  prices  would  probably  be  quoted  Avere  it  not  for  the  continued 
fall  in  exchange  rates. 
Raisin    Trade — Shipping    Difficulties. 

The  1916  raisin  season  opened  with  a  late  crop;  the  fruit  was  slow 
in  getting  to  market,  and  tlie  foreign  demand  was  far  from  active. 
Xotwithstanding  this  unsatisfactor}-  beginning  and  the  uncertain 
prospect  for  Malaga  fruit,  heaA'ily  handicapped  by  the  restriction  of 
shipments  to  Great  Britain  and  the  Xetherlands,  growers  and  ship- 
pers held  their  stocks  firmly.  September  and  early  October  business 
was  very  satisfactory,  but  toward  the  end  of  October  prices  declined 
somewhat  on  account  of  an  accumulation  of  stocks,  the  exhaustion  of 
licenses  for  shipments  to  (jreat  Britain,  and  the  increasing  difficulty 
of  shipping  to  the  Scandiiunian  countries  which  are  important  con- 
suming markets  for  Mahiga  raisins.  In  early  Xovember  the  British 
and  French  Govcrmiionts  placed  some  heavy  contracts  for  quantities 
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of  "  loose  "  and  the  market  recovered  somewhat  and  has  been  octivQ 
since. 

Exports  of  fine  raisins  to  the  United  States  were  larger  than  in 
191;").  Some  of  this  increase  was  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
California  Muscat  crop  was  short'. 

The  season  ended  Avith  the  local  market  stocks  practically  exhausted 
but  growers  still  hold  fairly  important  supplies.  Considerable  ac- 
tivity continued  in  low  grades  of  "  loose  "  and  these  inferior  qualities 
were  being  quoted  at  rising  prices. 

Malaga  shippers  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  their 
orders  off  Avithin  contract  time  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  tonnage. 
In  September  and  October  the  lack  of  cargo  s])ace,  particularly  for 
export  to  the  United  States,  made  business  difficult  for  Malaga  ex- 
porters of  almonds,  raisins,  and  oil. 

Production  of  Olives  and  Olive  Oil. 

Comparative  statistics  of  the  production  of  olives  and  olive  oil  for 
the  font  Provinces  of  eastern  Andalusia  in  the  seasons  of  191^15 
and  1915-16  are  as  follows : 


Provinces. 


Area  of 
groves. 


Olives. 


Production.  Used  for  oil. 


Sold  as 
fruit. 


Production 
of  oil. 


Malaga: 

1914-15 

1915-16 

Joen: 

1914-15 

1915-16 

Granada: 

1914-15 

1915-16 

Almeria: 

1914-15 

1915-16 

Total: 
1914-15 
1915-16 


Acres. 
112,062 
112,395 

521,019 
522.008 

120, 105 
120, 154 

5,681 
7,272 


Metric  tons. 
22,432 
63, 538 

222, 610 
278,075 

26,990 
51, 552 

783 
3,858 


Metric  tons.'  Metric  tons. 
21,332  I  1,100 

00,000  j  3,538 


222, 160 
277,525 

26, 863 
51,292 


450 
550 


127 
260 


17 


Metricians. 
3,363 
21,362 

40,463 
50,158 

4,434 
8,670 

119 
827 


758, 867 
761,829 


272,815 
397,023 


271,121 
392,586 


1,694 
4,437 


48,429 
81,017 


From  the  foregoing  table  it  is  seen  that  since  1914-15  the  area  of 
the  olive  groves  of  eastern  Andalusia  has  been  increased  by  2,962 
acres;  that  the  total  quantity  of  olives  gathered  in  the  season  of 
1915-16  was  124,208  metric  tons  greater  than  that  of  1914-15;  and 
that  the  corresponding  yield  of  oil  was  increased  by  32,588  tons. 
The  growers  and  shippers  in  eastern  Andalusia  were  not  only  for- 
tunate in  having  a  full  crop  at  the  beginning  of  1916  but,  as  the 
result  of  the  active  and  increasing  demand  for  Spanish  oil  from  all 
parts,  they  were  able  to  sell  their  product  at  prices  that  have  ad- 
vanced steadilv— from  $2.32  jjer  114  kilos  (25.35  i:)ounds)  in  January, 
1915.  to  $2.47  in  1916,  and  to  $2.77  and  $2.98,  f.  o.  b.  Malaga,  in 
February,  1917. 

Weather  conditions  in  Malaga  Province  were  favorable  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year:  there  was  a  diminution  in  tree  and  fruit  diseases 
and  the  quantity  gathered  in  1915-16  was  good.  The  area  of  the 
groves  was  increased  bv  333  acres,  the  quantity  of  olives  gathered 
was  41,106  tons  greater,  and  the  yield  of  oil  was  17,999  tons  more 
than  in  the  season  of  1914—15.     As  the  result  of  their  better  condition, 
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the  olives  produced  more  than  one-third  of  their  weiglit  in  oil  instead 
of  less  than  one-sixth,  as  was  the  case  with  the  crop  of  1914-15, 
which  was  poor. 

The  principal  varieties  of  olives  cultivated  in  Malaga  were,  as 
heretofore,  the  Gordal,  Manzanilla.  Yerdial,  and  Picua. 

Citrus  Fruits  and  Pomegranates. 

Shippers  estiiiiate  that  Malaga  Province  produced  during  the  sea- 
son from  November,  1916,  to  the  end  of  January,  1917,  about  125,000 
boxes  of  bitter  oranges  (citrus  fruit  averages  about  150  pounds  to  a 
box),  practically  all  of. which  went  to  England  for  the  manufacture 
of  marmalade:  about  80,000  boxes  of  sweet  oranges,  only  about  20.000 
of  which  were  exported,  the  rest  being  consumed  in  Spain;  and  about 
60,000  boxes  of  lemons,  of  which  about  40.000  Avere  shipped.  Crops 
in  Malaga  average  about  120,000  boxes  of  bitter  and  70.000  of  sweet 
oranges,  and  about  90,000  boxes  of  lemons. 

The  yield  of  pomegranates  was  about  35.000  boxes,  of  which  about 
20,000  were  exported. 
The  Grape  Crop  and  Vintage. 

The  drvness  that  had  been  felt  for  some  years  in  the  vineyards 
was  somewhat  relieved  last  year  by  the  rains  in  February  and  March 
and  by  frequent  hailstorms  in  the  spring  that  also  kept  the  earth 
sufficiently  moistened.  Avith  the  result  that  there  was  a  larger  quantity 
of  fruit  than  in  other  years.  The  loss  from  mildew  and  oidium 
was  also  less  than  in  previous  years. 

Viticultural  statistics  for  the  four  Provinces  of  eastern  Andalusia 
in  1915  and  1910  are  as  follows: 


Area 

of 

vineyards. 

Grapes. 

Production 

Pronnces. 

Total  pro- 
duction. 

Used  for 
wine. 

Used  for 
raisins. 

Sold  as 
fruit. 

of 
must. 

Almeria: 

1915 

Acres. 
14, 764 
14,902 

25,711 
25,859 

11,861 
11,861 

59,796 
65,604 

Metric  tons. 
42,525 
50, 162 

21,475 
25, 4:^6 

.5,630 
1-1,630 

47, 191 
58,517 

Metric  tons. 
2,025 
1,779 

19,660 
23,525 

2,650 
5,330 

12,016 
14,100 

Metric  tons. 

Metric  tons. 
40,  .500 
48,383 

1,794 
1,889 

2,980 
6,300 

11,175 
14,417 

Gallons. 
296,240 

1916 

237, 990 

Granada:           ^ 

1915 

21 
22 

3, 136, 728 

1916 

3,770,710 

Jaen: 

1915 

\    427,  .5.59 

1916 

"^  879, 474 
1,147,845 

Malaga: 

1915 

24,000 
30,000 

1916 

1,514,340 

Total: 

1915 

112,132 
118,226 

116,821 

145, 745 

36,351 
44,734 

24,021 
30,022 

56,449 
70,989 

5, 008, 372 

1916 

6, 402, 478 

Viticulture  in  this  consular  district,  consequently,  can  be  con- 
sidered to  have  had  a  successful  season  in  1916,  there  being  an  in- 
crease of  6,094  acres  in  the  area  of  the  vineyards,  with  28,924  tons 
more  grapes,  and  1,394,106  gallons  more  must  produced  than  in  1915. 

Wine  Trade  Prospects — Wine  Spirit. 

Prices  of  the  various  grades  of  wine  in  1916  v.ere  similar  to  those 
of  the  year  before,  but  owing  to  the  decrease  in  shipping  facilities 
lately,  these  are  likely  to  fall  .somewhat:  they  can  not  drop  very 
much,  however,  on  account  of  the  demand  for  the  wine  as  a  material 
for  spirit. 
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Quotations  for  the  cheaper  wines,  which  form  the  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  general  trade  everywhere,  have  been  considerably  in- 
creased during  the  last  9  months  to  compensate  in  a  measure  for 
the  increase  in  cost  of  the  various  materials  needed  by  the  wine 
makers,  such  as  staves  and  hoops.  On  account  of  the  excessive 
freights,  the  price  of  oak  staves  last  June  rose  to  an  unprecedented 
height,  and  it  became  necessary  to  raise  quotations  for  wines  shipped 
even  in  smaller  casks.  This  state  of  things  still  continues,  without 
prospect  of  amelioration. 

Spirit,  as  was  expected,  ruled  high  all  during  1916,  but  at  present 
is  down  to  about  218  pesetas  per  hectoliter  of  12  degrees  ($1.70  per 
American  gallon)  for  industrial,  and  235  pesetas  ($1.84  per  gallon) 
for  wine  spirit.  However,  an  increase  in  taxes  on  spirit  is  imminent, 
and  this  will  increase  the  prices  of  both  grades. 

Cereals  and  Legumes. 

In  Malaga  Province  the  yield  of  the  principal  crops  of  cereals 
and  legumes  in  1916  was  larger  than  in  1915,  parth"  on  account  of 
the  increase  of  197  acres  in  the  area  sovnii  with  wheat  and  of  222 
acres  sown  with  barley.  In  the  greater  part  of  the  Province  there 
Avas  a  lack  of  rain  in  April,  which  Avould  have  damaged  the  crops 
had  there  not  been  a  much  larger  rainfall  than  usual  in  March  and 
more  later  on  in  the  season.  Malaga's  chief  crops  are  wheat  and 
barle}^  The  production  of  wheat  in  the  Province  advanced  from 
65,412  metric  tons  in  1915  to  83,342  tons  in  1916,  and  of  barley 
from  28,710  to  33,503  tons,  respectively.  The  Pro\ance  needs 
about  8,000  tons  of  wheat  for  sowing  and  72.000  tons  for  floiu",  so 
that  in  1916  there  was  pioduced  about  3.300  tons  more  than  was 
needed  to  supply  local  requirements.  During  1916  there  were  also 
imported  into  Malaga  22,091  tons  of  wheat  from  the  United  States, 
2,592  tons  from  Argentina,  and  1,461  tons  from  Brazil,  in  all  26,144 
tons,  most  if  not  all  of  which-  were  reshipped  to  Melilla,  Spain's 
colony  in  North  Africa,  just  across  the  Mecliterranean  from  Malaga. 
Other  crop  increases  in  Malaga  were  4,793  metric  tons  of  barley,  934 
tons  of  maize,  572  tons  of  chick-peas,  11.295  tons  of  French  beans, 
and  7  tons  of  rye,  the  only  decrease  being  8,763  tons  in  the  crop  of 
horse  beans. 

The  yield  in  metric  tons  of  2.204.6  pounds  of  the  principal  crops 
of  cereals  and  legumina?  in  the  four  Provinces  comprising  eastern 
Andalusia  in  1916  and  the  totals  for  1915  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table: 


Provinces. 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Maize. 

Rye. 

Horse 
beans. 

Chick- 
peas. 

French 
beans. 

Canary 
seed. 

Tons. 

45,367 
146,259 
119,825 

83,342 

Tons. 

52,649 

33,614 

45,990 

33,503 

Tons. 
5,150 
6,633 
2,317 
2,565 

Tons. 

3,750 

1,453 

2,015 

13 

Tons. 

714 
16,639 
7,290 

303 

Tons. 
1,089 
3,337 
4,110 
2,494 

Tons. 
1,276 
4,994 
290 

11,483 

Tons. 

210 

Malaga 

169 

Total 

394, 793 

165,756 

16,665 

7,231 

24,946 

11,030 

18,043 

379 

Total,  1915 

326,965 

140,652 

17,070 

6,320 

37,906 

11,546 

7,950 

310 

Freight  Movement  and  Shipping  of  the  Port  of  Malaga. 

Imports  of  merchandise  brought  bv  foreign  vessels  into  Malaga  in 
1916  totaled  215,004  metric  tons,  or ^98,843  tons  more  than  in  1915, 
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but  in  coastwise  vessels  the  imports  decreased  by  2,334  tons  to  89,090 
tons.  Exports  of  merchandise  from  Malaga  in  foreign  vessels  in 
191C)  increased  by  42,226  tons  to  a  total  of  198,934  tons,  and  in  coast- 
wise ships  by  7,412  tons  to  86,955  tons. 

During  1916  the  number  of  Spanish  merchant  vessels  that  entered 
the  j)ort  of  Malaga  was  1,699,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  1,211,514,  wdiich 
was  92  vessels  and  130,296  tons  less  than  in  1915 ;  but  the  number 
of  foreign  vessels  that  entered  Malaga  in  1916  was  340,  with  a  total 
tonnage  of  275,710,  an  increase  of  54  vessels  and  23,740  tons  over  the 
entrances  in  1915.  The. nationality  of  the  340  foreign  vessels  was 
as  follows :  One  Belgian,  61  Danish,  36  Dutch,  21  French,  10  Greek, 
95  British,  37  Italian,  1  Moroccan,  57  Norwegian,  5  Portuguese,  2 
Russian,  13  Swedish,  and  1  Roumanian. 
The  Money  Market — Increased  Use  of  Dollar  Credits. 

The  increased  and  sustained  movement  of  exports  from  the  Malaga 
district  produced  quantities  of  drafts  and  bills  of  exchange  in  both 
dollars  and  sterling  which  the  local  money  market,  or  markets  else- 
where in  Spain,  could  not  readily  absorb.  Exchange  on  London  and 
New  York  was  quoted  at  a  low  level  in  July,  1916,  Avhen  the  Malaga 
shipping  season  opened ;  and  thereafter  to  the  end  of  the  year  the 
course  of  exchange  was  marked  by  constant  and  sharp  fluctuations 
with  a  steady  downward  tendency.  The  importation  of  gold  into 
Spain  has  not  served  to  steady  the  sterling  or  dollar  exchange  mar- 
ket, and  the  continued  decline  of  exchange  rates  is  attributed  to  the 
decrease  in  foreign  imports. 

Malaga  bank  rates  for  checks  or  sight  drafts  during  the  six 
months  ended  December  31,  1916,  fluctuated  between  4.98  pesetas  to 
the  American  dollar  in  September,  the  highest,  to  4.54  pesetas  in  De- 
cember, the  lowest.     Par  is  5.181  pesetas. 

Last  year  a  number  of  Malaga  exporters  discontinued  the  old- 
established  practice  of  quoting  in  pounds  sterling  to  their  American 
customers  and  made  sales  in  American  currency.  It  is  reported  that 
this  change  was  quite  acceptable  to  buyers  in  the  United  States,  and 
that  dollar  credits  are  now  firmly  established  for  future  business  be- 
tween Malaga  shippers  and  American  buyers.  The  use  of  dollar 
credits  was  naturally  followed  by  active  money-market  dealing  in 
dollar  exchange.  But  exchange  rates  have  remained  considerably 
below  par.  The  depreciation  of  the  dollar  in  Spain  followed,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  the  depreciation  of  the  pound  sterling. 

Imports  from  the  United  States. 

An  accurate  idea  of  the  amount  of  American  goods  imported  into 
Malaga  can  not  be  given,  as  many  articles  come  overland  or  by 
coastwise  vessels  after  having  been  entered  at  some  large  distributing 
center,  as  Barcelona  or  Madrid. 

It  is  certain,  though,  that  larger  quantities  of  American  goods  Avere 
brought  into  Malaga  in  1916  than  ever  before. 

From  a  local  firm  that  represents  a  number  of  important  Ameri- 
can banks,  the  consulate  has  learned  that  a  greatly  increased  volume 
of  bills  of  lading  and  time  drafts,  covering  shipments  into  the  dis- 
trict, were  sent  hei-e  for  collection  last  year.  These  collections  show 
that  considerable  development  has  occurred  in  direct  imports  into 
Malaga  from  the  United  States.     The  lines  of  products  chiefly  af- 
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fected  were  machinery;  heavy  and  shelf  hardware;  lubricating  oils; 
shoes  and  manufactures  of  leather;  shoe-store  simdries;  toilet  arti- 
cles, such  as  shaving  soap  and  creams,  dental  powder  and  pastes, 
cosmetics,  and  fancy  toilet  goods ;  manufactures  of  rubber ;  fountain 
pens ;  lead  pencils ;  and  a  long  list  of  novelties  for  home  and  office  use. 

Quite  a  few  local  merchants  applied  to  the  consulate  last  year  for 
names  of  American  manufacturers  of  different  lines,  and  consider- 
able, and  in  many  cases  successful,  efforts  were  made  to  bring  buyers 
and  sellers  together.  Inquiries  were  made  for  quotations  on  acid 
phosphate  in  quantities  of  25,000  to  100,000  tons,  on  50  tons  upward 
of  sulphate  of  copper,  and  on  100,000  to  1,000,000  sacks  for  fertiliz- 
ers, but  the  excessive  and  increasing  freight  rates  prevented  the  pur- 
chases being  made. 

American  automobile  manufacturers,  however,  with  the  aid  of  the 
consulate,  have  been  making  excellent  use  of  the  opportunity  offered 
by  the  present  tying  up  of  certain  European  automobile  factories  to 
get  hold  of  some  of  Malaga's  trade. 

Malaga  merchants  continue  to  complain  of  the  unyielding  terms 
of  many  American  manufacturers,  such  as  cash  with  order  'and  cash ; 
American  manufacturers  may  be  able  to  unpose  such  terms  while  the 
war  lasts  and  perhaps  for  some  time  afterward,  but  when  compe- 
tition becomes  keen  they  will  have  to  meet  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  other  European  competitors,  who  first  show  a  merchant  the  goods 
he  is  asked  to  buy,  or  they  will  lose  their  trade. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States  and  Possessions. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  goods  declared  at  this  consulate  for 
export  to  the  United  States,  Porto  Eieo,  and  the  Philippine  Islands 
in  1915and  191G: 


Articles. 


1915 


Quantity.        Value 


1916 


Quantity.        Vahie. 


TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

C opper  ore tons . . 

Cuttle-fish  bone ,. . „ pouads. . 

Fruit  and  nuts: 

Almonds,  shelled..... do 

Figs ...do 

Lemons No.  packagj3S. . 

Olives  in  brine gallons . . 

I'omegranates pounds. . 

Raisins do 

Garlic do 

Hats,  palm  leaf dozen. . 

Iron  ore tons . . 

Oils: 

.\  Imond,  sweet pounds . . 

Essential do 

Olive- 
Edible  : gallons . . 

Manufacturing. do 

Sulphur pounds.. 

O.xide  of  iron do.... 

Seed.s: 

-Viiise do 

Canary do 

Spirit.^,  wine,  etc.: 

O jcn,  Anisette gallons . . 

Wine do 

Vegetables:  Chick-peas bushels. . 

Works  ol  art 

All  other  articles 


9,226 

3,184,75S 

1.243 

200 

9,926 

245, 833 

884,268 

57, 198 

20,600 

110 

4,715 
275,347 

176,997 
-229,959 

760,843 
2, 216, 889 

215,287 
510,1^1 

1,144 

7,344 

23,058 


Total. 


S2,I63 

923,277 

139 

414 

3.114 

7,560 

131, 63S 

2,894 

5,362 

277 

2,807 
137, 124 

186, 648 
173,451 
59,071 
22, 134 

15,009 
21,929 

3,544 
5,704 
85,012 
4,842 
3,667 

1,797,778 


30 

4,823 

2,873,356 

693, 805 

7,347 

4,908 

90,259 

1,249,815 

139,984 

32, 125 

4,444 

2,688 
327,017 

620,042 

437,373 

2,063,864 

6,010,592 

273,747 
901,423 

3,172 

12,368 

331 


$3,454 
1,218 

924,031 
33,873 
18,282 
2,167 
2,620 
198,329 
9,613 
9,523 
23,805 

1,669 
176,164 

653,640* 

364,035 

180, 444 

70,721 

30,625 
42,294 

8,359 
10,686 
1,289 
8,415 
9,306 

2,784,362 
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Articles. 


Qtiantit.y.  I      Va'ue. 


TO  PORTO  RICO. 

Fruits: 

Figs I)0!in(is. 

( rrapes cubic  feet . 

Olives gallons. 

Raisins pounds. 

Oil,  olive gallons. 

A'egetables,  chick  peas bushels. 

W  ines „ gallons. 

All  other  articles .....' 


Quantity. 


Total. 


TO  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 

FlavoriDg  extract pounds. 

Fruits: 

Figs . . .  r. do. . . 

Raisins do . ,. 

Oils,  essential do. . . 

Vegetables:  Chick  peas bushels. 

All  other  articles .j • 


2,477 
1.364 
o,417 
4.062 
968 
4,. =167 
3.0'J6 


S235 
1,527 
1.007 

'  509 
1,092 
1S,.S10 
3,447 
3,493 


21,174 
1,278 
11,. '■»2 
17.820 
2;  113 
4,. 595 
3,844 


^'alue. 


.^2, 190 
1,636 
3,826 
1,576 
2,669 

20, 538 
4,118 
2, 773 


240 

10, 305 

13,847 

55 

2,099 


30, 120 


334 

914 
1.707 

133 
3,788 
1.070 


520 

6,039 

10, 522 

371 

1,023 


39,326 


1,089 

SOS 
1,980 

835 
4,136 

918 


Total. 


7,946 


9,766 


The  only  large  decrease  in  exports  to  the  United  States  was  in 
chick-peas,  which  fell  from  $85,012  worth  in  1915  to  $1,289  worth  in 
1916.  This  Avas  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  American  importers 
were  able  to  buy  Mexican  chick-peas,  Avhich  are  preferred  to  the 
Spanish  variety  on  account  of  tlieir  better  cooking  quality;  also 
that  the  exportation  from.  Spain  of  more  than  12,000  tons  of  chick- 
peas a  year  is  forbidden. 

Exports  of  ])omegranates  declined  in  value  by  $4,940,  due  probably 
to  the  poor  quality  of  the  fruit  and  the  Ioav  prices  offered  from  the 
I'nited  States;  the  other  decreases  were  in  sweet  almond  oil,  olives 
in  brine,  anchovies,  ajid  cuttle-fish  bone.  The  amounts  were  small  and 
of  no  particular  significance. 

The  principal  increases  Avere  in  olive  oils,  raisins,  oxide  of  iron, 
essential  oils,  figs,  iron  ore,  canary  seed,  lemons,  and  aniseed. 

Increased  Sales  of  Olive  Oils  to-lTnited  States. 

American  purchases  of  the  three  varieties  of  olive  oils  have  in- 
creased steadily  since  1913,  the  trade  in  1916  having  been  unusually 
brisk.  The  following  table  shoAvs  the  decUired  value  of  the  exports 
of  these  oils  from  Malaga  to  the  United  States  for  the  last  four  years : 


Olive  oils. 

1913 

1914             1915 

1916 

Edible 

$.33, 727 
99,307 
8,764 

1 

?124,236     $186,648 

89,629        173,451 

29,464         59,071 

-5653, 640 

364,035 
180,444 

Sulphur 

Total 

141,798 

243,329  j     419,170 

1, 198, 119 

The  large  increase  of  $778,949  in  1916  oAer  1915  was  due  to 
practically  the  same  causes  that  made  the  increase  of  1915  over  1914. 
Turkey  and  Greece  Avere  not  able  to  expoit  olive  oil,  Avhile  Italy  not 
only  had  a  poor  crop  of  olives  last  year  but  has  prohibited  the  export 
of  the  oil.  Spain,  fortunately.^  had  a  very  large  crop  of  fruit  and 
corresponding  yield  of  oil  in  the  season  of  1915-16. 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


Iron  Ore  and  Oxide  of  Iron. 

Iron  ore  exports  to  the  United  States,  which  were  valued  at 
$22,359  in  1914  and  fell  to  $277  in  1915,  increased  to  $23,805  in  1916. 
The  only  explanation  of  the  sharp  decrease  in  1915  that  can  be  given 
was  probably  the  lack  of  steamers  that  year.  Iron  ore  has  to  be 
shipped  in  bulk  in  order  to  keep  the  cost  down,  and  on  account  of 
the  dirty  condition  in  which  it  leaves  the  hold  general  cargo  can 
not  be  carried  with  it.  For  these  reasons  both  the  Compaiiia  Trans- 
atlantica  and  Pinillos  Line  have  declined  to  take  shipments  of  iron 
ore  and  oxide  of  iron  on  their  steamers,  and  this  reduces  the  available 
boats  to  an  occasional  Norwegian  or  Dutch  tramp.  As  shown  pre- 
viously by  the  shipping  statistics  54  more  foreign  vessels  entered 
Malaga  in  1916  than  during  the  year  before. 

The  demand  for  red  oxide  from  the  United  States  is  brisk  and 
increasing;  prices  are  now  (February  22)  £5  to  £6  ($24' to  $29)  per 
metric  ton  f.  o.  b.  Malaga.  Exports  of  this  mineral  were  worth 
$48,587  more  than  in  1915,  with  large  orders  on  hand  but  very  few 
steamers  to  take  it.  This  industry  in  Malaga  was  the  subject  of  a 
recent  report  from  this  office  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  8, 
1917].  The  fact  that  Great  Britain  is  exporting  little,  if  anj^,  red 
oxide  from  its  mines  in  Cumberland  no  doubt  contributes  to  the 
increased  demand  for  it  from  Malaga. 

Figs,  Aniseed,  Canary  Seed,  and  Lemons. 

Fig  exports  to  the  United  States,  which  declined  in  value  from 
$14,419  in  1914  to  $139  in  1915,  rose  to  $33,673  in  1916.  This  increase 
was  probably  caused  by  the  slackening  of  the  large  demand  of  1915, 
principally  in  the  Netherlands  and  neighboring  countries,  which  ex- 
hausted practically  the  entire  local  product  that  year.  The  crop  in 
Malaga  last  year  was  good,  estimated  at  about  115,000,000  pounds; 
most  of  it  was  shipped  to  France  and  Great  Britain.  Prices  were 
about  the  same  as  in  1915.  A  fruit-exporting  firm  in  Malaga  has 
recently  put  up  a  plant  for  packing  figs  in  boxes,  which  has  never 
been  done  here  before,  the  fruit  having  been  shipped  always  in 
frails  or  fiber  baskets,  to  its  detriment. 

Aniseed  exports  to  the  United  States,  which  were  worth  only 
$7,404  in  1914,  and  $15,009  in  1915,  increased  by  58,460  pounds  to 
$30,625  in  1916,  the  large  increase  being  the  result,  chiefly,  of  an 
increase  in  price  from  $11  to  $22  per  bag  of  50  kilos  (110^  pounds). 
The  prospects  are  that  there  will  be  little  if  any  aniseed  available 
for  export  until  the  1917  crop  is  gathered  next  August,  as  last  year's 
crop  was  so  small  that  it  has  about  all  been  shipped  already. 

Exports  of  canary  seed  to  the  United  States  increased  by  391,302 
pounds  and  $20,365  in  1916,  as  compared  with  1915.  This  was  a 
real  increase,  for  prices  were  between  15  and  20  per  cent  lower  last 
year,  having  fallen  from  $5.50  per  bag  of  50  kilos  (110^  pounds)  in 
1915  to  $4.50  in  1916,  in  addition,  also  to  a  drop  of  about  10  per  cent 
in  exchange. 

The  cause  of  the  increase  in  the  declared  exports  of  lemons  from 
$414  in  1915  to  $18,283  last  year  was  no  doubt  the  diminished  ship- 
ments from  Italy  and  Sicily. 
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ALMERIA  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Bartley  F.  Yost,  February  5. 

Despite  the  abundant  grape  crop  and  normal  exports  of  mineral 
ores  in  1916,  business  conditions  in  the  Province  of  Ahneria  were 
scarcely  any  better  than  during  1915.  Some  banks  even  reported 
decreased  business,  and  retail  merchants  claimed  that  the  year  was 
not  a  prosperous  one.  The  near  business  depression  is  explained  by 
the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  ore  shipped  out  is  in  the  hands  of  foreign 
concerns,  who  are  the  chief  beneficiaries  of  higher  market  prices. 
While  the  grapes  brought  fair  prices,  the  ocean  freight  rates,  cost 
of  barrels,  cork  dust,  and  sulphate  of  copper  experienced  such  an 
unprecedented  rise  that  the  profits  accruing  to  the  growers  were 
little  better  than  in  former  years  when  less  fruit  was  exported  and 
lower  prices  received.  These  two  industries  are  the  two  chief  sources 
c^  livelihood  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  district. 

There  was  the  usual  shortage  of  money,  which  materially  hampered 
trade  expansion  in  various  lines,  and  fruit  exporters  sufi'ered  heavily 
through  the  low  sterling  exchange,  wiiich  w^as  quoted  at  22  to  23 
pesetas,  as  compared  with  27  pesetas  before  the  war.  Nearly  all  fruit 
accounts  are  paid,  in  pounds  sterling,  which  applies  even  to  American 
accounts.  The  few  operations  that  were  conducted  between  New 
York  and  local  banks  direct  were  on  the  basis  of  only  about  4.83 
to  4.87  pesetas  to  the  dollar. 

Labor  Conditions — Cost  of  Living — Emigration. 

Although  many  laborers  left  the  Province  during  the  year,  and 
mining  operations  and  the  fruit  industry  gave  employment  to  more 
men  than  in  the  two  previous  years,  the  problem  of  unemployment 
gave  the  provincial  and  munidipal  authorities  considerable  cause  for 
concern.  This  was  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  suspension  of  oper- 
ations in  the  cooper  shops,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  materials 
and  the  uncertainty  of  export  conditions.  The  cost  of  living  rose 
to  an  alarming  extent,  but  wages  did  not,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
coopers  and  miners,  who  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  small  increase  after 
a  strike  at  a  most  critical  time.  The  work  oi  harbor  extension  was 
carried  on  only  at  intervals,  owing  to  a  temporary  shortage  of  funds. 
The  construction  by  a  British  concern  of  extensive  mineral-loading 
piers  provided  work  for  a  considerable  number  of  men.  The  daily 
wage  of  an  unskilled  laborer  does  not  exceed  50  cents,  and  many 
would  be  glad  to  obtain  work  at  35  and  40  cents  a  day.  In  conformity 
with  a  national  law,  the  prices  of  many  foods  were  regulated  by  a 
food  commission  (Junta  de  Subsistencias). 

The  number  of  persons  emigrating  from  the  port  of  Almeria  in 
1916. reached  8,858,  as  compared  wnth  7,582  in  1915.  This  does  not 
include  the  large  number  that  went  to  France  in  search  of  more 
remunerative  work.  The  emigiants  were  destined  for  the  following 
countries:  Brazil  3,838,  Argentina  542,  United  States  1.933.  Cuba 
1,644,  Mexico  278,  Urugiuiy  94,  and  without  fi.xed  destination  529, 
many  of  whom,  it  is  reported,  disembarked  at  Mexican  ports  and 
then  proceeded  to  California.  As  has  been  the  case  for  many  years, 
the  arrivals  of  Spaniards  from  South  America  last  year  exceeded 
the  departures  for  that  part  of  the  world. 
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Mining  Activities  Normal — Ocher,  Gypsum,  Wolframite,  etc. 

Exports  of  iron  ore  from  the  port  of  Almeria  last  year  totaled 
247,040  tons,  as  compared  with  284,772  tons  in  1915  and  250,000  tons 
in  1914.  Ore  prices  experienced  an  upward  tendency,  and  toward 
the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  lively  demand.  Nearly  all  the  iron 
ore  loaded  here  is  shipped  to  Great  Bi'itain.  The  stocks  of  ore  at  the 
mines  and  seaboard  continued  large,  although  there  was  no  accelera- 
tion in  mining  activities.  Miners'  wages  were  increased  from  2.50 
pesetas  to  2.75  pesetas  per  day  below  the  surface,  and  from  2.25  to 
2.50  on  the  surface.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  coming  year 
will  usher  in  a  great  demand  for  Almeria  iron  ore,  Avhether  or  not 
the  war  comes  to  a  close.  The  Province  is  known  to  contain  some  of 
the  richest  deposits  of  iron  ore  in  Spain.  The  ores  are  near  the  sea- 
board and  are  of  good  quality. 

Red  and  3'^ellow  ocher  are  also  shipped  from  here  to  England  in 
considerable  quantities.  The  deposits  of  g^'psum  are  extensive,  bttf 
not  fulh^  exploited.  An  engineer  of  a  large  American  concern  con- 
ducted investigations  last  year  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  deposits 
of  double  silicate  of  aluminum,  but  the  results  have  not  yet  been  made 
known.  The  wolframite  deposits  were  investigated  b}'  an  important 
French  concern,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  good  prospects 
of  important  contracts. 

The  Province  is  in  need  of  better  transportation  facilities  to  tap 
the  rich  mining  regions  lying  as  yet  unexploited  and  within  easy 
reach  of  the  Mediterranean  seaboard.  American  capital  and  enter- 
prise would  be  welcomed. 

Prosperous  Year  for  Agriculture. 

As  the  result  of  bountiful  rains  during  the  spring  months  the 
cereal  crops  were  above  normal.  This,  together  with  the  high  prices, 
made  the  year  1916  one  of  unusual  prosperity  for  the  Almeria  farm- 
ers. Exports  of  grain  were  limited  almost  entirely  to  barley ; 
otherwise  the  production  of  grain  in  this  Province  is  insufficient  to 
supply  local  demands,  the  tillable  portion  of  the  Province  being  only 
a  small  fraction  of  its  area.  Large  quantities  of  early  potatoes  are 
produced  in  the  vega  to  the  east  of  this  city.  These  are  shipped  to 
Barcelona  and  to  interior  cities  as  "  primeurs."  As  many  as  four 
crops  a  year  are  raised  with  the  aid  of  irrigation  and  intensive  farm- 
ing. The  use  of  modern  agricultural  implements  here  is  an  exception. 
The  average  annual  rainfall  does  not  exceed  7  inches,  although  last 
year  it  was  considerably  in  excess  of  that.  Without  irrigation  the 
cultivation  of  fruits  and  grain  would  be  of  minor  importance. 

According  to  the  estimates  of  the  engineers  of  the  j^rovincial  agro- 
nomic service,  the  total  production  of  grain  in  Almei'ia  Province  for 
1916  was  290,706  metric  quintals  (1  metric  quintal= 220.46  pounds) 
on  a  sown  area  of  73,147  acres.  The  number  of  acres  cultivated  for 
grain  by  the  dry-farming  method  was  55,548,  wliich  produced  191,880 
quintals.  Under  irrigation  there  were  17,599  acres,  which  produced 
98,826  quintals  of  \arious  kinds  of  grain.  There  are  splendid  pros- 
pects for  a  good  crop  of  cereals  in  1917,  the  rainfall  in  December 
being  far  above  the  normal. 
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Jordan  and  Valencia  Almonds — Orange  Crop. 

Competent  authorities  estimate  that  the  191G  crop  of  Jordan 
ahnonds  was  about  25  per  cent  short  of  that  of  1915,  while  the  Val- 
encias  w^ere  about  the  same  as  in  1915.  Complete  crop  reports  are  not 
at  hand,  but  11,844  boxes  of  28  pounds  each  were  exported  from  the 
Province,  as  compared  with  11,300  boxes  in  1915.  About  four-fifths 
of  the  production  is  said  to  be  absorbed  by  Malaga  dealers.  A  local 
packer  states  that  Jordans  ruled  about  $2  a  box  higher  than  in  1915, 
while  Valencias  were  $1  lower.  The  price  of  the  Valencias  in  1915 
was  controlled  largely  by  dealers  in  Alicante,  so  this  office  is  in- 
formed. There  is  only  one  almond-pacldng  establishment  in  Almeria 
city,  the  other  one  of  importance  being  at  Berja. 

The  orange  crop  was  considerably  better  than  in  1915,  the  number 
of  boxes  exported  in  1916  reaching  11,746,  as  compared  with  7,540 
boxes  in  the  preceding  year.  Practically  all  went  to  the  United  King- 
dom.   Few  lemons  are  grown  in  this  district. 

Esparta  Industry  Little  Changed. 

One  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  Province  is  the  gathering  and 
baling  of  esparto,  preparatory  to  shipping  to  the  British  markets. 
In  addition  to  the  three  baling  establishments,  there  are  concerns  that 
manufacture  esparto  baskets,  ropes,  rugs,  braids,  saddles,  and  other 
useful  articles — in  fact,  more  and  more  esparto  is  being  diverted  to 
the  latter  purpose.  On  the  whole,  the  esparto  industry  of  this  Prov- 
ince for  the  past  few  years  has  been  stationary,  if  not  actually  de- 
clining. This  is  due  chiefly  to  low  prices,  causing  the  farmers  to 
break  up  esparto  lands  to  raise  grain,  which  is  profitable  to  them. 
The  exports  for  1916  were  about  the  same  as  for  the  preceding  .year, 
14,000  tons.  A  fair  quantity  was  left  ungathered,  owing  to  low  prices 
and  scarcity  of  labor,  large  numbers  of  farm  laborers  having  gone 
to-France  or  to  America.  The  prevailing  price  of  esparto  was  about 
65  cents  per  100  pounds,  delivered  in  Almeria.  The  minimum  freight 
rafe  to  the. British  Isles  was  $35  per  "ton,  as  compared  with  $12  in 
1915.  The  British  pulp  market  showed  considerable  fluctuation, 
owing  to  governmental  restriction  of  pulp  importations.  However,' 
in  the  case;  of  esparto  there  was  hardly  any  limitation  in  the  quantity 
admitted. 

Good  Grape  Crop. 

The  early  months  of  1916  were  favorable  to  the  grape  crop,  result- 
ing in  a  good  yield.  There  was  also  a  more  plentiful  supply  of  fer- 
tilizers and  spraying  materials  than  in  the  preceding  year.  These 
and  various  other  factors  resulted  in  almost  a  record  crop  of  grapes 
for  1916.    The  weather  conditions  at  the  time  of  packing  were  ideal. 

Although  conditions  within  the  Province  were  good,  local  shippers 
had  small  hopes  of  a  successful  business  year  before  the  season 
opened.  First,  a  report  was  circulated  that  the  British  Government 
would  restrict,  if  not  prohibit,  the  importation  of  grapes.  This  news 
had  the  effect  of  causing  the  suspension  of  work  in  the  cooper  shops 
and  countermanding  orders  for  barrel  materials,  with  the  result  that 
when  the  fruit  was  ripe  the  supply  of  barrels  and  cork  were  far  short 
of  the  demand,  and  this  condition  continued  during  the  season.  It 
was  feared  that  with  the  German  and  Baltic  markets  cut  off  and  the 
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British  market  restricted  tiie  shipments  to  the  United  States  would 
be  so  abundant  as  to  slump  that  market  and  render  shipping  there 
less  than  i)rofitable.  The  prospects  for  obtaining  sufficient  tonnage, 
even  at  the  j)revailing  freight  rates,  were  anything  but  bright.  Under 
these  discouraging  conditions  the  shippers  could  not  safely  proceed 
with  their  j)lans,  and  aJmost  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  export  season 
in  Jul}^  there  Avas  a  feeling  of  doubt  and  hesitation.  It  was  feared 
that  the  large  vintage  would  prove  a  source  of  loss  rather  than  profit. 
Shortage  of  Packing  Materials — Freight  Kates — Grape  Market. 

AVhen  the  export  season  arrived  shippers  were  informed  that  grapes 
would  be  admitted  to  British  ports  as  usual,  and  that  there  would  be 
no  serious  shortage  of  tonnage.  The  shortage  of  barrels  was  seri- 
ously felt.  A  barrel,  which  in  former  years  could  be  had  at  2.50 
pesetas,  cost  4.50  pesetas  and  even  more.  Cork  dust  had  doubled  in 
price  and  was  difficult  to  obtain.  Freight  rates  to  New  York  were, 
increased  from  60  shillings  ($14.58)  per  ton  of  25  barrels,  last  year  s 
rate,  to  80  shillings  ($19.45).  The  rate  to  the  British  ports  was  66 
shillings  ($16)  per  ton. 

The  shipping  season  for  the  "  castiza  "  grapes  opened  on  July  25, 
seven  days  earlier  than  in  1915.  Prices  from  the  outset  were  quite 
up  to  expectation,  the  first  cargo  selling  on  the  Liverpool  market  for 
an  average  of  20  shillings  ($4.87)  per  barrel.  Later  on  the  market 
weakenecl,  but  without  slumps.  Not  a  single  barrel  of  Almeria 
grapes  was  shipped  to  Amsterdam,  whereas  in  1915  that  port  received 
117,722  barrels.  However,  the  number  shipped  to  Copenhagen  and 
Baltic  ports  was  somewhat  in  excess  of  1915.  British  markets  re- 
ceived 1,348,072  barrels  of  50  pounds  each,  as  compared  with  794,985 
in  1915. 

The  shipments  to  New  York  began  September  16,  with  satisfactory 
results.  That  market  remained  firm  vmtil  toward  the  end  of  the 
season,  when,  due  partly  to  the  indifferent  condition  of  the  fruit, 
some  low  prices  were  registered  and  losses  suffered  through  condeiii- 
nation.  Even  with  the  higher  prices  obtained  last  year,  the  profits 
were  not  at  all  in  proportion  to  the  increased  expenses  of  shipping 
to  New  York.  The  total  number  of  50-pound  barrels  shipped  to 
ports  in  the  United  States  reached  722,434,  as  compared  with  327,402 
barrels  in  1915  and  647,032  in  1914. 
Grape  Exports  from  the  Province  of  Almeria. 

The  total  quantity  of  grapes  exported  from  the  port  of  Almeria 
in  1916,  according  to  figures  published  in  a  local  paper,  was  2,164,908 
barrels  of  about  50  pounds  and  15,690  half  barrels,  as  compared  witli 
1,312,705  barrels  in  1915  and  1,724,682  barrels  in  1914.  Direct  ex- 
ports of  grapes  from  the  ports  of  Adra  and  Garrucha,  also  in  this 
Province,  Avere  respectively  11,048  and  10,204  barrels.  The  total 
exports  from  the  Province  were  2,186,469  whole  barrels  and  15,690 
half  barrels.  Inasmuch  as  all  grapes  are  shipped  on  consignment,  it 
is  not  practicable  to  gi^'e  their  local  market  value  with  any  degree 
of  exactitude.  The  shipments  to  the  United  States  are  invoiced  a^^ 
this  consular  agency  at  $2.86  a  barrel. 

The  following  table,  published  by  a  local  publication,  shows  the 
number  of  whole  barrels  of  grapes  exported  to  the  various  markets 
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from  the  port  of  Almeria  during  the  past  two  years,  two  half  barrels 
being  calculated  as  one  whole : 


Markets. 


Amsterdam.. 
Baltic  ports.. 

Baltimore 

Boston 

Bristol 

Buenos  Aires 

Cardiff 

Copenhagen.. 
Christiania... 

Gla.sgow 

Habana 

Hull 


1915 


Barrels. 

117,722 

3,575 

178 

26,032 

22,399 

459 

27,985 

28,165 

11,758 

121, 241 

3.521 

49;  679 


1916 


Barrels. 


35, 493 
1,251 
22,489 
55,607 
875 
58,439 
38, 527 

'225,954 
.5,110 
73,888 


Markets. 


Liverpool 

London 

Manchester. . 
Montreal 

Newcastle 

New  York. . . 
Philadelphia, 

Santos 

Coastwise 

Total.. 


1915 


1,317,699 


Barrels. 

Barrels. 

295,989 

488, 118 

219,467 

387, 598 

33,483 

34, 721 

180 
25, 051 

23,056 

298,612 

696, 691 

1,671 

2,003 

8,6.58 

12,245 

21,874 

9,701 

2, 171, 76 


Of  the  722.434  barrels  shipped  to  the  United  States  about  64  per 
cept,  or  461,245  barrels,  were  declared  by  consular  invoice. 

The  consensus  of  opinion  among  the  shippers  is  that  had  it  not 
been  for  the  heavy  increase, -in  shipping  expenses  the  year  1916 
would  have  been  one  of  unusual  prosperity  for  them,  prices  and  the 
croj)  having  been  all  that  could  be  expected. 

Trade  and  Shipping  of  the  Port  of  Almeria. 

The  city  of  Almeria  is  neither  an  importing  center  nor  an  indus- 
trial city  of  much  consequence;  it  depends  almost  wholly  upon  the 
exportation  of  fruits,  mineral  ores,  esparto,  and  almonds.  There  is 
but. little  growth  in  its  import  and  export  movements.  One  year 
may  show  increased  exports  only  to  be  followed  by  a  low-record 
year.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  a  steady  growth  of  its  mining 
industries,  ricli  as  the  deposits  are.  or  an  increase  in  the  area  of  vine- 
yards that  is  at  all  noticeable  in  the  exports.  Along  most  lines  last 
year  experienced  a  little  improvement  over  1915. 

According  to  the  provisional  customs  statistics,  the  total  exports 
from  the  port  of  Almeria  last  year  amounted  to  369,055  metric  tons, 
as  compared  with  322,267  tons  in  1915,  the  chief  items  last  year  being 
iron  ore,  247,040  tons;  grapes,  87,362  tons;  esparto,  14,013  tons;  gar- 
net ore,  1,836  tons,  and  lead  ore,  488  tons.  Imports  into  the  port  of 
Almeria  in.  1916  reached  53,958  metric  tons,  as  compared  with  48,348 
tons  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  folloAving  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  merchan- 
dise declared  at  the  Almeria  consular  agency  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States  during  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Quantity. 

VaWfe. 

Quantity. 

V^alue. 

Almonds 

Bearberry 

Garlic 

pounds. . 

do 

.     76,895 

$23,000 

130,000 

88,743 

24, 532 

1,700 

1,006,359 

62,083 

4,287 

$48,275 
2,963 

do 

1,701 

Garnet  ore 

Grapes ; 

Iran  ore 

Oils,  essential:  * 

tons.. 

cubic  feet. . 

tons.. 

1,350 
290, 834 
22,828 

20,983 
409, 226 
144, 139 

25,896 

1,455,499 

418, 249 

2,046 

Thyme 

Oil,  sulphur. 

'.....'.'. do — 

do  .  . 

26,036 

21,920 

17,870 

2,058 

892 

Total 

619, 268 

1,957,579 

14  SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 

There  were  no  exports  decliirecl  for  HaAvaii,  Porto  Rico,  or  the 
Philippine  Ishinds  during  191G. 

The  number  of  steamers  entered  at  Ahneria  during  191G  was  753, 
as  compared  with  875  in  1915,  a  decrease  of  122,  With  respect  to 
nationalities  they  were  divided  as  follows:  536  Spanish,  101  British, 


sels  admitted. 

American  Purchases  of  Almonds,  Hedicinal  Herbs,  and  Garnet  Ore. 

Ivecords  show  that  the  shipments  of  almonds  to  the  I'nited  States 
Avere  more  than  doubled  in  1910,  but  a  fair  proportion  were  of  the 
1915  crop,  shipped  in  the  early  months  of  the  past  year.  About 
four-fifths  of  the  1916  crop  Avent  to  Malaga  and  important  quantities 
Avere  sent  to  England.  The  ruling  prices  for  Jordans  AA^ere  not  con- 
sidered satisfactory  by  local  packers. 

'  jme  inquiries  have  been  addressed  to  this  office  and  to  local  firms 
b}  American  concerns  desirous  of  obtaining  medicinal  arid  aromatic 
herbs  that  grow  in  abundance  on  the  mountains  of  the  interior. 
Several  shipments  of  bearbeny,  sage,  and  thyme,  as  well  as  euca- 
lyptus, have  been  made  in  recent  months  and  there  appears  to  be  an 
opportunity  to  develop  a  fair  business  in  these  herbs;  the  cost  of  gath- 
ering and  cartage  to  this  port  is  of  small  consider^ition.  Considerable 
quantities  of  thyme  and  lavender  Avere  distilled  in  the  Province  last 
year.         -       • 

Shipments  of  garnet  ore,  although  shoA\'ing  a  moderate  increase 
oA'er  1915,  Avould  have  been  eA^en  larger  if  the  shipping  facilities  and 
freight  rates  had  been  more  favorable.  This  is  a  loAv-priced  j)roduct 
and  can  not  bear  high  freights.  It  is  extracted  from  shalloAv  pits  a 
few  miles  to  the  east  of  Almeria  city  and  is  used  to  make  emery 
wheels. 
Trade  with  United  States  in  Grapes  and  Calcined  Iron  Ore. 

The  value  of  the  1916  grape  shipments  to  the  United  States  showed 
an  increase  of  256  per  cent  over  those  of  the  preceding  yeaj:;,  the  1915 
crop  having  been  unusually  short.  Although  the  American  market 
ruled  strong  there  Avas  no  special  inducement  to  ship  there;  the 
European  prices  were  relatively  better  btlt  unable  to  absorb  so  large 
a  production.  The  shipments  to  the  United  States  Avould  have  been 
larger  if  vessels  had  called  at  the  proper  time.  ToAvard  the  end  of 
the  season  at  least  50,000  barrels  were  on  the  docks  aAvaiting  shipment 
to  the  United  States,  but  as  no  steamers  appeared  they  were  CA^entu- 
ally  shipped  to  Great  Britain.  It  might  he  interesting  to  note  that 
the  only  American  steamer  calling  here  for  grapes  last  year  took  a 
cargo  of  oAer  93,000  barrels,  a  record  one.  On  the  same  day  another 
ship  left  for  NeAv  York  with  35,000  barrels. 

Exports  of  calcinated  iron  ore  from  the  port  of  Agua  Amarga, 
Almeria  Province,  to  the  United  States  rose  from  22,828  tons  in  1915 
to  62,083  tons  in  1916,  the  values  for  the  two  years  being  $144,139 
and  $418,249,  respectively. 

Shipments  of  essential  oils,  sulphur  oil,  and  vegetables  Avere  only 
incidental;  they  do  not  constitute  regular  exports  from  here  to  the 
United  States. 
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Trade  Extension. — American  Automobiles,  Tsrpewriters,  and  Sewing  Machines. 

The  financial  ability  and  the  demand  of  the  local  trade  are  some- 
what limited  when  compared  with  the  more  prosperous  regions  of 
the  country,  yet  on  account  of  the  present  inability  to  obtain  certain 
classes  of  goods  from  the  several  European  coimtries,  some  good 
opportunities  are  open  for  the  introduction  of  American  wares  on 
a  moderate  scale,  either  direct  or  through  the  large  importing  cen- 
ters of  Spain.  As  a  rule,  local  merchants  prefer  the  latter  method, 
as  it  insures  prompter  deliveries  and  more  attractive  buying  terms, 
even  though  the  ultimate  cost  may  be  somewhat  higher. 

Three  well-known  American  automobiles  are  now  represented  here 
and  are  enjoying  a  fair  trade.  Two  American  typewriter  concerns 
maintain  attractive  offices,  and  several  others  are  represented;  the 
business  is  enjoying  a  normal  development,  the  installment  plan 
being  followed  in  its  sales.  A  well-known  American  sewing  machine 
(Bnjoj'^s  large  sales  in  Almeria.  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  office 
that  there  would  be  ample  business  here  for  another  American  ma- 
chine, if  equally  attractive  terms  Avere  offered  to  purchasers,  i.  e.,  the 
installment  plan  of  selling.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  American 
automobile,  typewriter,  and  sewing  machine  completely  control  the 
market  in  those  lines. 

Hindrances  to  American  Trade  Development. 

Local  dealers  prefer  to  secure  their  stocks  from  importers  at  Bar- 
celona, or  even  from  INladrid,  on  account  of  unsatisfactory  trans- 
portation facilities,  the  generally  small  orders,  unfavorable  terms 
of  American  exporters,  slow  deliveries,  and  other  considerations. 
However,  several  orders  were  placed  direct  with  American  concerns 
last  year;  but,  according  to  information  in  possession  of  this  office, 
these  trial  orders  were  not  uniformly  satisfactory.  In  one  instance 
the  merchandise  arrived  nine  months  after  ordered,  although  cash 
was  sent  with  the  order,  and  the  merchant  in  question  is  thoroughly 
dissatisfied  with  his  experience.  Another  local  dealer  ordered  some 
small  machines  that  were  shipped  on  a  steamer  bound  for  Amster- 
dam, from  which  port,  after  much  delay,  they  were  finally  shipped 
to  Barcelxjna  and  then  to  Almeria.  The  accrued  freights  were  so 
high  that  the  goods  are  practically  unsalable.  There  are  regular 
monthly  sailings  from  Xew  York  to  Barcelona.  In  another  case 
reported  to  this  office  a  box  of  merchandise  ordered  from  the  United 
States,  cash  with  order,  was  broken  open  under  way  and  a  portion 
of  the  contents  stolen.  After  waiting  five  months  the  dealer  had 
not  yet  been  indemnified  for  his  loss.  Other  dealers  complain  that 
they  failed  to  receive  sample  packages  ordered  sent  by  mail,  on  ac- 
count of  their  not  being  registered.  These  samples  had  been  paid 
for  in  advance.  Such  experiences  as  the  foregoing  are  detrimental 
to  American  trade  here,  inasmuch  as  they  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
other  prospective  buyers. 

Sales  Methods — Articles  for  Which  Market  Might  be  Created. 

Almeria  merchants  buy  considerable  quantities  of  merchandise  in 
the  markets  of  France  and  England,  and  in  Germany  in  normal 
times.  It  is  firmly  believed  that  if  American  firms  would  send  out 
intelligent,  wide-awake  traveling  salesmen,  appreciable  results  would 
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follow  ill  this  I'loviiK-e.  That  is  one  of  the  secrets  of  German  suc- 
cess here,  aside  from  the  attractive  credit  terms.  Tlie  liard-fast 
lule  of  cash  with  order,  or  f.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment,  might  also  be 
made  less  rigorous  m  the  case  of  firms  whose  business  integrity  and 
financial  ability  leave  little  doubt. 

Last  year  but  few  trade  inquiries  Avere  directed  to  this  office,  and 
it  appears  that  the  possibilities  of  the  local  market  are  being  neg- 
lected; this,  too,  at  the  most  opportune  moment  ever  presented  to  gain 
a  foothold.  Among  the  many  classes  of  American  merchandise  that 
might  find  a  sale  here  are:  Hardware,  tools,  motors,  pumps,  paper 
and  stationery,  electrical  goods,  novelties,  cosmetics,  household  goods, 
drugs  and  proprietary  medicines  (the  sale  of  which  is  very  exten- 
sive), metal  tubing,  sulphate  of  copper,  ciitleiy,  optical  goods,  and 
false  jewelry.  Many  of  these  goods  have  been  obtained  from  Eng- 
land, German,y,  and  France,  and  stocks  are  now  greatly  depleted. 
That  the  countries  named  will  very  likely  regain  this  trade  after  the 
war,  unless  other  sources  of  sup]:)ly  can  be  found,  is  the  conclusi(m 
formed  in  conversing  with  local  business  men. 
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